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Daily literacy-building
activities to share with your child.
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You are your child’s first teacher, and your home
is where your child begins to learn.

Make your home a great place to learn. It doesn't take money to create special
places where you and your child can talk, sing, read, write, play, and count. Here are
a few ideas.

PLACES TO READ

Create a special space for your children to look at books. Have a comfortable chair or
pillows and a small shelf or basket for favorite books. Make sure there's room for you and
your child to sit together and that your child can reach books without needing help.

PLACES TO WRITE

Make it easy for your child to write throughout the day. Set up a space where your child
can go on his or her own and use writing materials. Provide pencils, crayons, or markers of
different sizes so your child can write with what is most comfortable. Use unlined paper.

PLACES TO PLAY

Play requires a little space, simple props, and some imagination and encouragement. You
don't need special toys or expensive electronics. Provide props like large boxes, old clothes
or costumes for dress up, empty food containers, and empty paper towel rolls. Play comes
naturally to young children and is one of the primary ways they learn. Provide plenty of
opportunities for your child to play.

Mary had a little lamb,
Its fleece was white as snow,

There was a farmer who had a dog
and Bingo was his name-oh.

B-I-N-G-0 And everywhere that Mary went
B-I-N-G-0 The lamb was sure to go;
B-I-N-G-0 It followed her to school one

Which was against the rule,
It made the children laugh and play
To see a lamb in school.

and Bingo was his name-oh.

There was a farmer who had a dog
and Bingo was his name-oh.
(clap)-I-N-G-0 ®

(clap)-I-N-G-0 \ «
(clap)-I-N-G-0 :
and Bingo was his name-oh. % )

CONTINUE UNTIL ALL THE LETTERS IN
BINGO'S NAME ARE REPLACED WITH CLAPS.
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Books to Read

this Month
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Check out these books at the library. If they are not available,
ask the librarian for a recommendation.

FOR READERS AGES 0-3
All the Colors / De Colores

by Susie Jaramillo
(Text is in English and Spanish)

Pajama Time
by Sandra Boynton

FOR
READERS
AGES 3+

Tiny T. Rex and
the Very Dark
Dark

by Jonathan Stutzman

The Girl and the

Dinosaur
by Hollie Hughes

R —




AUGUST 2022
Daily literacy-building
activities to share with your child.
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Children’s reading success in kindergarten and
beyond begins with positive language and
literacy experiences from the time they are

tnfants.

« Young children have shorter attention spans. You can do activities for short bits of

time throughout the day or whenever you have the chance.

» You can help your children learn in ways and at times that are best for them.

« Children learn best by doing—and they love doing things with YOU!

The itsy bitsy spider went up the
water spout.

(Move fingers up toward sky)

Down came the rain and washed the
spider out.

(Bring fingers down and back)

Out came the sun and dried up all
the rain

(Move arms up over head)

And the itsy bitsy spider climbed up
the spout again.
(Move fingers up toward sky)

REPEAT WITH "GREAT BIG SPIDER” USING A
GRUFF, DEEP VOICE.

If | were a bird, I'd sing a song
And fly about the whole day long.
And when the night comes, go to rest,

Up in my cozy little nest.

Scarecrow, scarecrow, turn around,

Scarecrow, scarecrow, touch the ground.

Stand up tall and blink your eyes.
Raise your hands up to the sky.
Scarecrow, scarecrow, touch your toes.
Scarecrow, scarecrow, tap your nose.
Swing your arms so very slow,

Now real fast to scare the crows.

Raise your head, jump up and down.

Now sit down without a sound.
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Books to Read

this Month

e e A e M. dee e e M de M e M. e

Check out these books at the library. If they are not available,
ask the librarian for a recommendation.

FOR READERS AGES 0-3

What's Up, Duck? A Book of Opposites
by Tad Hills

Every Little Thing
by Bob Marley and Cedella Marley

READERS
AGES 3+

Hooray for Birds

by Lucy Cousins

Hooray for Fish ;

by Lucy Cousins = __—
n




SEPTEMBER 2022

Daily literacy-building
activities to share with your child.
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Playing to Learn New Words Boo ks to Read

Play and have fun with words:

®
» Read a book with lots of made-up words like “How Do You Wokka-Wokka?" th ls M o n t h

by Elizabeth Bluemle. Try making up more words to go with the story.

« Silly poems are fun and can teach new vocabulary.
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« Kids love riddles and jokes, which often use a “play on words.” Laugh along as you [

. . |
talk about the answer to the riddle or JOke' 1 Check out these books at the library. If they are not available,
‘ k the librarian f dation.
» Having fun with words helps your child become more conscious of words and H, asiche Thrarian fora recommendation
happy to keep learning. |
|
,,; FOR READERS AGES 0-3
Hello, World! Backyard Bugs
1. Select a household item for hiding. 3 by Jill McDonald y g
If you're happy and you know it clap your hands ; ; g ; | yuricEona
' 2. The finder closes their eyes while the hider |
(clap. clap) hides the item somewhere in the room. . | Took the Moon for a Walk
If you're happy and you know it clap your hands. 3. "The Hrder caarehistar fhiiam s he 1 by Carolyn Curtis
(clap, clap) hider provide clues. !
Ifyou're hhappy a_r;d you kir:ow and (Sj'ou fes"y _ 4. When the finder is close to the item, the 1 FOR S
want to show it, if you're happy and you know it hider responds “you're hot!” ' —
clap your hands. ' . READERS 3
(C/apza g 5. When The finder is far from the item, the | AGES 3
b e hider responds “you're cold!" | + '
|
%gii\\‘(lf;gi\is:gmnﬁ YOUR FEET! TURN AROUND! SHOUT 6. Take turns being the hider and the finder. '; TBhe gaclt(y:rd %
‘ ug book for
~ Kids
] £ by Lauren Davidson e

Brother John, Brother John? ) by Jory John

Are you sleeping, are you sleeping? \ « ) ' The Cool Bean =:
g |

M

Morning bells are ringing, morning
bells are ringing,

Ding ding dong, ding ding dong.
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Daily literacy-building

activities to share with your child.
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Parents are tremendous role models.

If your children see that you think reading is important and enjoy it, they will follow
your lead. When you go to the library, check-out books for you and your children.
Put your books somewhere at home where your child can see them. Let your
children see you reading. Talk about what you've read, even if it is just to say, “That
was a good book. | liked reading it."

Five little speckled frogs
(hold up five fingers)

Sat on a speckled log

Eating the most delicious bugs
yYum!

One jumped into the pool

put down one finger)

Where it was nice and cool

Then there were four speckled frogs
(hold up four fingers)

START OVER FROM THE BEGINNING BUT
WITH FOUR SPECKLED FROGS, THREE
SPECKLED FROGS, TWO SPECKLED FROGS,
ONE SPECKLED FROG. “THEN THERE WERE NO
SPECKLED FROGS!"

Five little ducks
Went out one day
QOver the hill and far
away

Mother duck said
"Quack, quack,
quack, quack”

But only four little
ducks came back.

Four little ducks
Went out one day
QOver the hill and far
away

Mother duck said
"Quack, quack,
quack, quack.”

But only three little
ducks came back.

Three little ducks
Went out one day
Over the hill and far
away

Mother duck said
"Quack, quack,
quack, quack.”

But only two little
ducks came back.

Two little ducks
Went out one day
Over the hill and far
away

Mother duck said
"Quack, quack,
quack, quack.”

But only one little
duck came back.

One little duck
Went out one day
Over the hill and far
away

Mother duck said
“Quack, quack,
quack, quack.”

But none of the five
little ducks came
back.

Sad mother duck
Went out one day
Over the hill and far
away

The sad mother
duck said
“Quack, quack,
quack, quack.”
And all of the five
little ducks came
back.
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Books to Read

this Month
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Check out these books at the library. If they are not available,
ask the librarian for a recommendation.

FOR READERS AGES 0-3

Eek! Halloween
by Sandra Boynton

You are New
by Lucy Knisley

FOR
READERS
AGES 3+

Room on the

Broom
by Julia Donaldson

Pete the Cat:

Trick or Pete
by James Dean




NOVEMBER 2022

Daily literacy-building
activities to share with your child.
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Listening to nursery rhymes and songs is an
early literacy experience that helps children
understand how language and stories work.

Recite rhymes and sing songs with children from the time they are infants. This
helps them become aware of and then play with the sounds in the words. Many
rhymes tell a story with a beginning, middle, and end. This shows children how
stories work and that events happen in a sequence. Good readers understand that
stories and books have a beginning, middle, and end. After reciting a rhyme or
singing a song ask your child about the song. What happened at the beginning?

What happened at the end?

Rub a Dub Dub
Three Men in a Tub
And Who Do You Think They Be?

The Butcher, The Baker, The Candlestick
Maker

And All of the them QOut to Sea

1. Use a small box and decorate it together.
Label it Story Box.

2. Find random pictures with no words
to add to the story box. Use family
snapshots, advertisements from
magazines, and other pictures.

3. At story time each person takes a picture
(without peeking) and tells a short story
about the picture.

Twinkle, twinkle, little star
How | wonder what you are
Up above the world so high
Like a diamond in the sky
Twinkle, twinkle little star

How | wonder what you are

Star light, star bright,
The first star | see tonight;
[ wish I may, | wish | might,

Have the wish | wish tonight.
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Books to Read

this Month
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Check out these books at the library. If they are not available,
ask the librarian for a recommendation.

FOR READERS AGES 0-3

Tiny, Perfect Things
by M.H. Clark

Brown Bear, Brown Bear,
What Do You See?

by Bill Martin, Jr.

——

FOR = ——

READERS 5

AGES 3+

Dreamers
by Yuyi Morales

Eyes that Kiss in

the Corners
by Joanna Ho




DECEMBER 2022
Daily literacy-building
activities to share with your child.
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Your library helps children get ready to read.

» The library has many materials and ideas you can use to talk, sing, read, write, play,
and count with your child. It doesn't matter if your child is four days old or four
years old, we have books, music, programs, and services to help your child develop

language and prereading skills.

« We have books to read together, music to borrow, places where you can write,
places to play and learn, and programs for all ages.

The three little kittens, they lost
their mittens,

And they began to cry,

“Oh, mother dear, we sadly fear,
That we have lost our mittens.”
“You lost your mittens?

You poor little kittens.

Well, let us have some pie.
Meow, Meow, Meow

Let us have some pie."

The frost is in the air.
The frost is in the air.
It's wintertime, it's wintertime,
The frost is in the air.

The frost tells me it's cold.
The frost tells me it's cold.
[t's wintertime, it's wintertime,
The frost tells me it's cold.

SING OTHER VERSES IN WHICH THE
FROST IS “ON THE ROOF,” "ON THE
WINDOWS,” AND “ON THE GROUND"

This is the way we put on our
mittens

Put on our mittens

Put on our mittens

This is the way we put on our
mittens

On a cold and snowy morning

This the way we put on our
coats

Put on our coats

Put on our coats

This is the way we put on our
coats

On a cold and snowy morning

This is way we put on our hats

Put on our hats

Put on our hats

This is the way we put on our
hats

On a cold and snowy morning

This is the way we shovel the
snow

Shovel the snow

Shovel the snow

This the way we shovel the
snow

On a cold and snowy morning

This is the way we build a
snowman

Build a snowman

Build a snowman

This is the way we build a
snowman

On a cold and snowy morning.
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Books to Read

this Month

e e A e M. e e e M e M e M. e 4

Check out these books at the library. If they are not available,
ask the librarian for a recommendation.

FOR READERS AGES 0-3

Alma and How She Got Her Name
by Juana Martinez-Neal

Waiting
by Kevin Henkes

FOR
READERS
AGES 3+

They Al

Saw a Cat
by Brendan Wenzel

Stars
by Mary Lyn Ray




