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You have been your child’s teacher from the day
he or she was born.

You know more about your child than anyone else, and you are in the best position
to help your child get ready to read. Whether your child is four days old or four years
old, it is not too early or too late to help him or her develop pre-reading skills. You
can help your child learn language and other early literacy skills with simple and fun
activities like those in this calendar.

THE RHYMING WORD SONG

Do you know two rhyming words, rhyming words, thyming words?
Do you know two rhyming words? They sound a lot alike.

Cat and bat are rhyming words, rhyming words, rhyming words
Cat and bat are rhyming words. They sound a lot alike.

CHANGE UP THE RHYMING WORDS TO CREATE NEW VERSES. FOR EXAMPLE:

Play and day are rhyming words, rhyming words, rhyming words.. ..

HEY DIDDLE DIDDLE FIVE LITTLE SNOWMEN
Hey Diddle Diddle Five little snowmen standing in a row,

The Cat and the Fiddle (Hoig g ive dngers)

The Cow Jumped Over the Moon Each had a hat and a big red bow.
(Put hands on head and then neck)

The Little Dog Laughed Out came the sun and stayed all day,

To See Such Sport (Circle arms overhead)
And the Dish Ran Away with the Spoon

And one little snowman melted away.
(Slump down)

REPEAT WITH 4,3, 2,1, UNTIL NO SNOWMEN ARE LEFT.
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Books to Read
this Month

Check out these books at the library. If they are not available,
ask the librarian for a recommendation.

FOR READERS AGES 0-3

Besos for Baby

by Jen Arena
(Text is in English and Spanish)

“More, More, More,” Said the Baby
by Vera B. Williams

FOR READERS
AGES 3+

Arctic Animals
by Jill McDonald

A Big Bed for

Little Snow
by Grace Lin
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How we read to children is 3s important as how
often we read to them.

No matter what your child’s age, reading together with your child—or shared
reading—is the single most important activity that you can do to help your child get
ready to read. Engage your child in back and forth conversation about the books
you read. Children learn more words when they have the opportunity to respond to
questions. If English is not your first language, speak to your child in the language
you know best. This allows you to explain things to your child more fluently.

TWINKLE, TWINKLE,
LITTLE STAR

Twinkle, twinkle, little star
How | wonder what you are
Up above the world so high
Like a diamond in the sky
Twinkle, twinkle little star
How | wonder what you are

THE ITSY BITSY SPIDER
The itsy bitsy spider went up the
water spout.

(Move fingers up toward sky)

Down came the rain and washed the
spider out.

(Bring fingers down and back)

Out came the sun and dried up all
the rain

(Move arms up over head)

And the itsy bitsy spider climbed up
the spout again.

(Move fingers up toward sky)

REPEAT WITH "GREAT BIG SPIDER” USING A
GRUFF, DEEP VOICE.

THE MORE WE GET TOGETHER

The more we get together
Together, together

The more we get together

The happier we'll be

‘Cause your friends are my friends
And my friends are your friends
The more we get together

The happier we'll be

ONE, TWO, BUCKLE MY SHOE

One, two; buckle my shoe.
Three, four; shut the door.
Five, six; pick up sticks.

Seven, eight; don't be late
Nine, ten; do it over again!

Books to Read
this Month

Check out these books at the library. If they are not available,
ask the librarian for a recommendation.

FOR READERS AGES 0-3

Whose Toes Are Those?
by Jabari Asim

Moo Ba La La La
by Sandra Boynton

FOR
READERS
AGES 3+

Mixed—A Colorful

Story
by Arree Chung

Pinky Got Out!
By Michael Portis
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Playing to learn new words.

Play is one of the best ways for children to learn language and literacy skills. Play
helps children feel a sense of accomplishment and self-confidence. This motivates
them to try new experiences and not to give up when something seems difficult.

Also, it's fun!

FIVE LITTLE FROGGIES

Five little froggies sat on a shore.
(Crouch like a frag)

One went for a swim, then there were four.
(Pretend to leap and swim off)

Four little froggies
(Crouch like a frag)

Looked out to sea.
(Put your hand at brow and look out to sea)

One went swimming, and then there were three.
(Pretend to leap and swim off)

Three little froggies said, “What can we do?”

One jumped in the water, then there were two.
(Pretend to leap and swim off)

Two little froggies sat in the sun.
(Crouch like a frag)

One swam off, and then there was one.
(Pretend to leap and swim off)

One little froggie said “This is no fun!”

He dived in the water, and then there were none!
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OLD MACDONALD HAD A FARM

0ld MacDonald had a farm
E-I-E-1-0

And on that farm he had a [animal name]
E-I-E-I-0

With a [animal noise twice] here and a
[animal noise twice] there

Here a [animal noise], there a [animal noise],
everywhere a [animal noise twice]

0ld MacDonald had a farm
E-I-E-1-0

THE HOKEY POKEY
You put your right foot in

You take your right foot out.
You put your right foot in

And you shake it all about.
You do the hokey pokey

And you turn yourself around.

That's what it's all about.

REPEAT WITH “LEFT FOOT,” “RIGHT HAND,” "LEFT HAND,"
AND "WHOLE SELF"!

Books to Read
this Month

Check out these books at the library. If they are not available,
ask the librarian for a recommendation.

FOR READERS AGES 0-3

Higher, Higher
by Leslie Patricelli

Making Faces—A First Book of Emotions
by Abrams Appleseed

FOR READERS AGES 3+

Mae Among the Stars
by Roda Ahmed

Hooray for Birds
by Lucy Cousins




APRIL 2021
Daily literacy-building
activities to share with your child.

SUNDAY

Pt ey

Bl sinGING

MONDAY

B counTInG

TUESDAY

H READING

WEDNESDAY

WRITING

THURSDAY

alln CASS
DISTRICT =

FRIDAY

PLAYING

SATURDAY

H tawkinG

[ pLAYING

B TawkinG

SINGING

EBJ counTiInG

K READING

WRITING

K pLAYING

k] TawkinG

SINGING

“
]

COUNTING

K rReaDING

K wriTING

Ll

<

PLAYING

Bl TaLkinG

E] sINGING

COUNTING

Bl ReaDING

WRITING

PLAYING

TALKING

B sinGING

COUNTING

EJ rReaDING




Talking is one of the best ways for children to Boo ks to Read
learn new words.
Speak to your child often during the day and try to use many different words to t h —~ M t h

express your ideas. Children love to imitate, and they will try to imitate your speech. ts o n

Chances to chat include while you are getting dressed in the morning, eating
breakfast, riding in the car, walking from the car to a store, playing together, doing
chores, taking a bath, going to bed, and while saying goodnight. Ask lots of open-

ended questions, those that require more than a yes or no answer.
Check out these books at the library. If they are not available,
ask the librarian for a recommendation.

RAIN, RAIN, GO AWAY FOR READERS AGES 0-3

Rain, Rain, Weather
Go away; by Jill McDonald
Come again, . .
‘ Dream Big, Little One
Another day;

by Vashti Harrison
Little [child's name] wants to play

FOR

Sing to the tune “Frére Jacques”

| hear thunder, | hear thunder. . n Cat & Mouse

(Pound hands gently on floor or lap) by Britta Teckentrup

Listen, don't you? Listen, don't you?

(Cup hand to ea1) N Bear Came Along
. . . . 5 by Richard T. Morris

Pitter, patter raindrops; pitter, patter raindrops;

(Wiggle fingers in falling motion in front of face) ’

READERS
| HEAR THUNDER J= ﬁ AGES 3+

I'm wet through,
(Shake body)

So are you!
(Tickle your child)
(V) : o -
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Good readers have a large vocabulary.

\ 4 Books to Read
this Month

Knowing lots of words helps children better understand what they
read. You can help your children learn lots of words by: v

« Having plenty of conversations. Take turns talking. It is important
for you to ask questions and listen to what your children say in
response.

» Read together! A lot!

« Make connections. Connect what you are reading in books to their
lives. "Yes, Grandma has a black cat, too.”

Check out these books at the library. If they are not available,

ask the librarian for a recommendation.
« Repetition. Children often love to read the same book over and over. o
This is a good thing as repeated readings help build vocabulary.

FOR READERS AGES 0-3

ANTS GO MARCHING THE FARMER PLANTS THE SEEDS We Sang You Home
Sing to the tune “The Farmer in the Dell”

The ants go marching one by one, hurrah, hurrah. by Richard Van Camp
The ants go marching one by one, hurrah, hurrah. The Farmer plants the seeds, oh No. G I
The ants go marching one by one, The Farmer plants the seeds, (Pretend to plant seeds) by Chrg’HaL?;rtog:.
The little one stops to eat a plum. Hi, ho, the dairy-o,
And they all go marching down, The farmer plants the seeds.
To the ground, to get out, of the rain. The sun comes out to shine... (Make large circle with arms) FO R R EA D E R S AG E S 3 +
BOOM BOOM BOOM The rain begins to fall.. Birdsong

(Hand's flutter up and down) by Julie Flett

. The seeds begin to grow... (Stand up tall)

Two by two. Tie its shoe. . | The Book Hog
Three by three. Climb a tree. The farmer picks the crops... (Pretend to pick crops) by Greg Pizzoli
Four by four. Shut the door. We all sit down to eat...

(Pretend to eat)

Five by five. Take a dive.

Six by six. Pick up sticks.
Seven by seven. Tie a ribbon.
Eight by Eight. Close the gate.
Nine by Nine. Check the time.
Ten by Ten. Say THE END.
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One way children learn vocabulary is from
listening to stories.

Books to Read
this Month

They listen to understand what is being said, which helps them learn new words.
Stories aren't just found in books. You can tell stories about your day, your memories
from growing up, or something about your child's life. You can also use wordless
picture books and make up a story together. With wordless books, you can develop
imagination along with language and vocabulary skills. Make it fun! Having fun with
words helps your child become more aware of words and eager to learn more.

LITTLE MISS MUFFET
Little Miss Muffet

Sat on a tuffet,

Eating her curds and whey

Along came a spider

And sat down beside her

And frightened Miss Muffet away

ROW YOUR BOAT
Row, Row, Row, Your Boat
Gently Down the Stream
Merrily, Merrily, Merrily, Merrily

Life is But a Dream

DIDDLE DIDDLE DUMPLING
Diddle, diddle, dumpling, my son John,
Went to bed with his trousers on;

One shoe off, and one shoe on,

Diddle, diddle, dumpling my son John.

RED LIGHT GREEN LIGHT

One person is the traffic light. When they say
green light everyone can move toward the
finish line. When they say red light everyone
must immediately stop. Continues until
everyone reaches the finish line.

Check out these books at the library. If they are not available,
ask the librarian for a recommendation.

FOR READERS AGES 0-3

Brown Bear, Brown Bear,

What Do You See?
By Bill Martin Ir. and Eric Carle

Te Amo, Bebé / Love You Baby

by Stephan Lomp
(Text is in English and Spanish)

FOR
READERS
AGES 3+

RoundIs a

Mooncake
by Roseanne Thong

Hello Lighthouse
by Sophie Blacktail
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